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Chapter One:  Carl, a normal boy 
 
Carl is a boy.  Carl is a normal boy.  Carl is an intelligent student.  Carl is an athlete.  Carl 
watches television.  Carl’s favorite program is Yu-gi-oh.  Carl’s favorite class in school is 
math.  Carl is an expert in math. 
 
Carl is not very tall.  He is not very short.  He is normal.  Carl has brown eyes.  Carl has 
two brown eyes.  Carl has brown hair. 
 
Carl is a normal boy.  He is not different.  Carl is a normal boy from Colorado. 
 
Carl is nine years old.  He lives in Manitou Springs, Colorado.  Manitou Springs is a 
normal city.  Manitou Springs is not a big city.  It is a small city.  It is a normal city in 
Carl’s opinion.  Manitou Springs is a normal city, but it is special.  In Carl’s opinion, 
Manitou Springs is an extraordinary city. 
 
Carl has a normal family.  Carl lives with his mother.  Carl lives with his mother in 
Manitou Springs.  His mother is named Janet.  His mother is tall and beautiful.  She has 
brown hair and brown eyes.  His mother is an English teacher.  She is an English teacher 
at Manitou Springs Middle School. 
 
Carl visits his father a lot.  His father’s name is Brandon.  He is a big and strong man.  
Carl’s father is a cook at a famous and good restaurant.  Many people like to eat in Carl’s 
father’s restaurant.  Carl’s father cooks his favorite food.  In Carl’s opinion, all food is 
good, but his favorite food is the food from his father’s restaurant.  Italian food is good, 
but Carl prefers American food.  Carl’s favorite food is a hamburger with a pickle.  Carl’s 
favorite drink is root beer. 
 
Carl’s father’s restaurant is named The Italian.  In The Italian, they prepare special and 
delicious food.  Carl eats in his father’s restaurant often.  Carl eats in his father’s 
restaurant every Tuesday.  On Tuesdays, Carl goes to the restaurant and does his 
homework at a table in the restaurant.  Normally, Carl’s father cooks Italian food; but, on 
Tuesdays, he prepares Carl’s favorite food: an enormous hamburger with a pickle.  Carl 
studies and eats.  Carl’s father eats with him.  Tuesday is Carl’s favorite day. 
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Carl’s parents are divorced.  It is very common in Carl’s school.  Many of the boys and 
girls have parents who are divorced.  Carl likes his school a lot.  It is a public school.  
The school is named Manitou Springs Elementary School.  Carl is in fourth grade.  Carl 
likes math class.  Carl likes math class because he is very intelligent. 
 
Carl visits his grandparents a lot also.  His grandparents have a cat named Max.  It is very 
fat.  Carl likes to spend time with his grandparents and their friends.  Carl likes Manitou 
Springs a lot. 
 
Manitou Springs is a city with a lot of mountains.  Carl likes to go up the mountains with 
his mother.  His mother likes to walk and hike in the mountains.  Carl really likes video 
games.  He also likes to read.  Carl likes the Captain Underpants books.  Carl always 
reads them.  Carl likes to play soccer with the boys from his school.  He doesn’t play very 
well, but he likes to play.  Carl likes to spend time with his friends at his house.  They 
play video games and watch movies at home.  Carl’s mother cooks very well. 
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Chapter Two:  Carl’s Mom’s Terrible Plan 
 
One day Carl’s mother says to him, 
 
“I have an opportunity.  It is an opportunity for our family.  We have the opportunity to 
live in Mexico for one year.  I want to live in Mexico for one year.  I want to study 
Spanish.  I want to work as a teacher in Mexico.  There is a very good school in Mexico.  
You are going to go to school in Mexico for one year.  I am going to work at a school in 
Mexico. 
 
Carl’s mom speaks English.  She speaks English but she doesn’t speak Spanish very well.  
She speaks a little Spanish.  Carl doesn’t speak Spanish.  Carl cannot speak Spanish. 
 
Carl is not happy.  Carl cries and yells at his mother.  Carl says to her, 
 
“No.” 
 
Carl has his money in a piggy bank.  He offers all his money to his mother and says to 
her, 
 
“Mom, I’ll give you all my money if we can stay here in Colorado.  I’ll give you all the 
money I have in my piggy bank.  I have eighty dollars and fifty-six cents.  Please, mom.” 
 
Carl takes the money out of his piggy bank and says, 
 
“I don’t want to go, Mom.  I want to live in Manitou Springs with my friends and my 
grandparents and my dad.  I AM NOT GOING!” 
 
Carl yells at his mother in English because Carl doesn’t speak Spanish. 
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Later, Carl’s mother and father talk.  They decide that it is very important.  Janet and 
Brandon decide that it is a good opportunity to study Spanish in Mexico.  They decide 
that it is a good opportunity to study another culture. 
 
Carl is not happy.  Carl doesn’t want to go to Mexico.  Carl cries a lot.  Carl talks a lot 
with his friends.  Carl’s friends are not happy.  Carl is not happy.  In Carl’s opinion, it is a 
bad idea.  In Carl’s opinion, it is a very, very bad idea.  Carl protests a lot.  Carl is nine 
years old, but he protests like a two year-old baby.  Carl is not okay.  Carl is not happy. 
 
One day, Carl calls his dad on the telephone and says to him that he doesn’t want to go to 
Mexico.  His father says to him, 
 
“Carl, it is a very good opportunity for your mom.  It is a very good opportunity for you.  
You are going to study Spanish.  You are going to speak Spanish very well.” 
 
On Tuesday, Carl goes to his father’s restaurant and does his homework.  Carl doesn’t 
speak much.  Carl is not happy.  Carl’s father says to him, 
 
“Carl, I have a surprise.  I am going to visit Mexico for two weeks.” 
 
Carl is a little more happy.  Carl is a little more happy, but he is not very happy. 
 
Carl wants to play video games with his friends.  Carl doesn’t want to go to Mexico.  Carl 
doesn’t have friends in Mexico.  Carl has problems.  His parents’ decision is a total 
disaster. 
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Chapter Three:  Guanajuato, Mexico, is Ugly 
 
Carl and his mother go to Guanajuato, Mexico, in August.  They go by airplane from 
Denver to the city of León.  León is a very big city.  Carl doesn’t like León.  There are a 
lot of buses in León.  There are a lot of people in León.  Leon is very, very big.  There 
isn’t good weather.  It is hot.  León is ugly. 
 
Carl and Janet go by bus from León to Guanajuato.  Guanajuato is a small village in a 
valley.  It is not very big.  There are 100,000 people in Guanajuato.  There are 5,000 
people in Manitou Springs.  Compared with Manitou Springs, Guanajuato is big.  The 
weather is good in Guanajuato.  It is hot. 
 
Carl does not like the bus.  The bus smells bad.  The bus is ugly.  Carl doesn’t like 
Mexico.  Mexico is ugly.  There isn’t root beer in Mexico.  Carl really likes root beer.  
There are no pickles in Mexico.  Carl really likes pickles. 
 
Guanajuato is in a valley among many mountains.  All of the houses are in the mountains.  
It is not possible to drive a car to the houses.  There are stairs on the mountains.  Janet 
and Carl go up the stairs and go to Marta’s house. 
 
Carl and Janet go to Marta’s house.  Marta has a big house.  There are rooms for the 
people that visit Mexico.  For two weeks Janet and Carl live in a room with two beds.  
Carl doesn’t like the room.  Carl doesn’t like the bed.  It is not a bed like his bed in 
Manitou Springs.  It is a terrible bed.  Carl wants to live in Manitou Springs.  Carl doesn’t 
want to live in Mexico.  Manitou Springs is pretty.  Guanajuato is ugly.  He doesn’t like 
anything about Mexico.  Mexico is ugly.  Mexico is terrible. 
 
 
They live in a big house with a family.  The mother is named Marta.  The father is named 
Jorge.  The daughter is also named Marta.  The son is named Jorge like his father.  This is 
normal in Mexico.  Many children have the names of their parents.  Jorge, the son, is five 
years old.  Carl doesn’t like to play with five year-old children very much.  Five year-old 
children are boring.  Carl likes to play with children that are nine years-old like him.  Carl 
doesn’t like anything about Mexico. 
 
In one week, Janet and Carl go to a new little house in Guanajuato.  It is a very small 
house.  It is important to not throw toilet paper in the toilet.  Janet and Carl hang their 
clothes on a clothesline.  There are no machines.  There are two beds in one small 
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bedroom.  It is a beautiful but small house.  Janet can prepare food in her new little 
house.  Carl and Janet like to prepare food.  In Carl’s opinion, it is not good food like the 
food in the restaurant The Italian.  It is terrible food. 
 
There is a school in Mexico.  It is a Waldorf school.  The school is named Yeccan 
Waldorf School.  Carl doesn’t speak Spanish.  It is difficult to study in the school because 
all of the students speak Spanish.  Carl doesn’t like anything about Guanajuato.  Carl has 
problems because he doesn’t have friends.  The boys and the girls in the school speak 
Spanish.  Carl doesn’t speak Spanish.  Carl is very intelligent.  But Carl is not very 
intelligent in Mexico.  The classes are difficult.  History is difficult.  Everything is 
difficult in Spanish.  The school is ugly.  In Carl’s opinion, the school is terrible. 
 
Janet and Carl explore Guanajuato.  It is a city with many stairs.  Carl and Janet go up the 
stairs and go to restaurants.  At the beginning, Carl did not like to go up the stairs in 
Guanajuato.  They go up the stairs and they go to the parks.  They go up the stairs and 
they go to museums.  Carl’s legs are very strong.  Carl likes the market.  Carl likes to eat 
tortillas with beans and meat in the market.  They don’t cost much.  He buys them with 
very little money.  Carl likes to eat fruit in the market.  The fruit also doesn’t cost much 
in Guanajuato.  His favorite fruit is pineapple with chile.  Carl buys the pineapple every 
weekend.  Carl also likes to buy video games at the market.  The video games don’t cost 
much in the Guanajuato market.  Carl likes to buy Yu-gi-oh cards in the Guanajuato 
market.  He buys them every Saturday. 
 
But Carl is not happy.  There are no pickles in the market.  There are no pickles in 
Guanajuato. 
 
Carl doesn’t like to go to the bathroom at the market.  It costs one peso to go to the public 
bathroom.  Carl doesn’t like to pay a peso in order to go to the bathroom.  Also it is 
important to throw the toilet paper in the trash can, not in the toilet.  The toilets in Mexico 
are not very strong.  This is bad, too. 
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Chapter Four:  The Dogs of Guanajuato 
 
There are many dogs in Guanajuato.  There are 100,000 people and 50,000 dogs.  The 
dogs do not live in houses.  The dogs live in the streets and in the alleys.  The dogs do not 
have much food.  One day, Carl sees a dog in the street.  The dog is close to Marta’s 
house.  The dog wants food.  The dog doesn’t have food.  The dog is dirty.  The dog is 
very, very dirty.  Carl’s mother says to him, 
 
“Don’t touch the dog, Carl.” 
 
But Carl looks at the dog and is not happy.  He is not happy because the dog wants food.  
The dog is very skinny.  It is not fat.  It is very skinny.  It is skinny because it lives in the 
street.  It is skinny because it needs food.  The dog is not happy.  Carl is not happy. 
 
Carl says to his mother, 
 
“The dog wants food.” 
 
Carl’s mother says to him, 
 
“It is possible that the dog is sick.  You should not touch it.” 
 
Carl says to her, 
 
“I am going to name him Rufus, because he needs a strong name.” 
 
Carl and Janet call a veterinarian.  The vet wants to examine the dog.  Janet and Carl take 
Rufus to the vet. They walk in and say, 
 
“Good afternoon.” 
 
The doctor responds, 
 
“Good afternoon.  How can I help you?” 
 
“This dog is sick.” 
 
“What is his name?” 
 
“His name is Rufus.” 
 
The veterinarian examines Rufus and says, 
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“This is not a boy dog.  This is a girl dog.  This is not Rufus.  This is Princess Rufus.  
Princess Rufus does not have any problems.  Princess Rufus is not sick.  She needs a 
house.  She needs food.” 
 
Carl wants the dog.  Carl says to his mother, 
 
“Mom, I don’t have friends.  The dog doesn’t have friends.  I want a friend.  The dog 
wants a friend, too.” 
 
Carl’s mom says, 
 
“Yes, Carl.  She is a very good dog.  But Carl…she is not my dog.  She is your dog.” 
 
Carl tells her that he is going to be a very good friend to Princess Rufus. 
 
Princess Rufus eats a lot.  She eats, eats, and eats.  She eats more than an elephant.  She 
eats, eats, and eats.  Princess Rufus follows Carl through the house.  When Carl sits 
down, she also sits down.  When Carl goes to bed, she follows him.  The dog sleeps in 
Carl’s bed.  The dog is happy.  Carl is happy.  Carl plays video games with the dog.  Carl 
reads Captain Underpants books to the dog.  Carl’s mother says to him, 
 
“How ridiculous, Carl!  This dog doesn’t speak English.” 
 
Janet and Carl laugh and laugh.  The dog doesn’t speak English.  She doesn’t speak 
Spanish either, because she is a dog.  The dog speaks Dog.  Carl is very happy.  Carl is 
very happy because he is speaking English with the dog.  Carl laughs.  Carl laughs for the 
first time in Mexico. 
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Chapter Five:  Street Dogs  
 
One day, Carl is going up the stairs with his mother and he hears some puppies in the 
street.  They walk and see three puppies on the ground between two small trees.  So, 
Janet and Carl walk toward the dogs.  The dogs are very, very small.  They are not well.  
They are not with their mother.  Many dogs abandon their puppies because they don’t 
have food.  The mothers want food and look for food.  The mothers don’t have milk for 
the puppies because they don’t have food.  The puppies don’t have a mother and they are 
sick.  The first puppy is brown.  The second one is also brown and a little black.  The 
third one is completely black.  All of the puppies are dirty.  All of the puppies are very 
dirty.  All the puppies are very skinny.  They are not fat.  All the dogs have fleas.  Carl 
puts the small puppies in his backpack.  He carefully puts each puppy in his backpack 
and he carries them to the veterinarian. 
 
When they arrive at the clinic, Carl puts the backpack of puppies on the table.  The 
veterinarian gives the dogs a little bit of special food.  Carl spends the whole day in the 
clinic.  Carl sits on the floor with the puppies.  The veterinarian gives medicine to each 
dog.  Carl is with the dogs for hours and hours.  He wants to sleep at the clinic.  His 
mother insists that he return home.  She insists that he sleep at home until the morning. 
 
The next day, Carl visits the puppies again.  The doctor says to him that one of the 
puppies is very sick.  Carl makes a bed for the puppy and sits on the floor with him.   
 
Carl looks at the puppy.  It is obvious that the puppy is very sick.  It is a very, very small 
dog.  The doctor gives medicine to the dog.  Carl spends the whole day talking with the 
puppy and giving him water and food.  Carl wants to cry because the puppy is very small 
and is very sick.  Carl says to him, 
 
“You are named Fleas and you are very special.” 
 
Carl is with the puppy from the morning until the night.  He is with the puppy for the 
whole day.  At six o’clock in the evening, when the doctor wants to go home, Janet walks 
into the clinic.  Carl is sad.  Carl wants to spend the night in the clinic with the dog.  Carl 
cannot spend the night with the dog, but he doesn’t want to go home.  Carl says to his 
mother: 
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“This puppy is named Fleas.  The brother and the sister are named Sam and Gaby.” 
 
Janet asks the doctor: 
 
“Is Fleas going to be okay?” 
 
The doctor responds to her: 
 
“I don’t know.  He is very sick.  He needs food and medicine.  I am going to call you in 
the morning.” 
 
Janet and Carl go to the garden and eat.  Carl wants to call the doctor, but Janet says to 
him: 
 
“Tomorrow, Carl.  You can visit Fleas tomorrow.” 
 
Carl thinks that the puppy is lonely in Mexico.  Carl also is lonely in Mexico.  But Carl 
has a good mom.  Carl has his dog, Princess Rufus.  The puppy doesn’t have a mother.  
Fleas only has Carl. 
 
Carl says to his mother: 
 
“Fleas needs me, Mom.” 
 
Janet understands that Fleas is very special, but she says to Carl: 
 
“Carl, it is possible that Fleas is very sick.  It is possible that Fleas is so sick that he will 
not get better with the medicine.” 
 
“I want him to get better,” Carl says to her. 
 
Carl wants to cry again, but he doesn’t cry.  He doesn’t want to cry in front of his mother. 
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Chapter six:  New Homes for the Puppies 
 
The next morning, the doctor doesn’t call Carl on the phone.  Carl wants to go to the 
clinic.  Carl invites Jorge to go also.  Jorge is only five years old, but they are friends.  He 
is a good boy.  Carl and Jorge go directly to the clinic.  When they walk into the clinic, 
they do not see Fleas on the floor.  They do not see him with the other puppies.  Where is 
he? 
 
Carl looks in the doctor’s office.  Fleas runs toward Carl and jumps on his stomach.  
Fleas runs in circles and jumps on top of Carl a lot.  Carl laughs.  He laughs because 
Fleas is not sick anymore.  Fleas is a very special puppy.  Fleas runs toward the other 
puppies and jumps on them.  The three puppies run and jump.  Carl and Jorge sit on the 
floor with the three puppies and the three puppies – Fleas, Sam and Gaby – jump on top 
of Carl and Jorge. 
 
There are 50,000 dogs in Guanajuato.  It is a big problem.  Part of the solution is to do an 
operation.  If many operations are done, fewer dogs are born.  The veterinarian says to 
them that it is important that the dogs don’t have more puppies.  The puppies need an 
operation so that they don’t have more puppies.  Guanajuato doesn’t need more 
abandoned dogs.  The operation costs twenty dollars.  Carl decides that he doesn’t want 
to buy Yu-gi-oh cards on Saturdays.  Carl wants to give his money to the clinic.  For 
Carl, that is more important.  Things are not important.  Friends are important.  Fleas is 
Carl’s friend.  Carl pays for the operation for one of the dogs and his mother pays for the 
other operations.  The veterinarian does the operation for them because it is important 
that they don’t make more puppies in Guanajuato.  Carl has less money for burritos and 
fruit.  He doesn’t have money for video games or Yu-gi-oh cards, but it isn’t important to 
Carl. 
 
The veterinarian says to Janet and Carl that there is an organization in Guanajuato that is 
called Friends of the Animals.  Carl wants to participate in Friends of the Animals.  Carl 
wants to rescue the puppies.  Carl wants to help the puppies.  Carl wants to find families 
that can give homes to the puppies.  Carl’s dog, Princess Rufus, has a good home.  Carl 
also looks for a home for the puppies.  Carl wants all the puppies, but his mother tells him 
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no.  His mother doesn’t want a house with forty dogs.  His mother says to him that it is 
important that each dog has a new home. 
 
Carl writes “The puppies need a new home” on a piece of paper and he puts it on the door 
of the veterinarian’s clinic.  Carl and Jorge sit down and play more with the puppies.  A 
girl enters the clinic. 
 
“Hello.  My name is Isabela.  What’s your name?” 
 
“My name is Carlos.” 
 
“My name is Jorge.” 
 
“What are the dogs’ names?” Isabela asks them. 
 
Jorge says to her, 
 
“They are named Fleas, Gaby and Sam.” 
 
The girl takes a picture of Fleas, Gaby and Sam. 
 
Isabela sits down and plays with the puppies. 
 
Carl says to Gaby, 
 
“Sit.” 
 
Gaby sits. 
 
Jorge says to Fleas, 
 
“Sit.” 
 
Fleas sits. 
 
Isabela says to Sam, 
 
“Sam, sit.” 
 
Sam doesn’t sit.  Sam runs. 
 
Isabela’s mother enters the clinic. 
 
“I want a dog, Mom.” 
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The girl adopts Sam.  A man and a woman that work at the bakery adopt Fleas.  It is good 
because Carl can visit Fleas at the bakery.  Carl can eat bread and drink milk at the 
bakery and also he can visit Fleas.  The second day an old woman enters the clinic and 
adopts Gaby.  Carl is happy.  Carl is happy because he is a hero for the puppies.  Carl is a 
hero like Captain Underpants.  Carl wants to rescue more puppies.  To rescue puppies is 
better than playing video games.  
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Chapter seven:  Soccer in the Alley 
 
Carl likes to play soccer.  Soccer is very popular in Manitou Springs.  Soccer is also very 
popular in Mexico. 
 
One day, Carl sees a boy.  The boy has a soccer ball.  The boy runs through the alley.  An 
alley is a small street.  The boy looks at Carl and asks, 
 
“What is your name?” 
 
Carl says to him, 
 
“Carl.” 
 
The boy says, 
 
“Carlos?” 
 
Carl says to him: 
 
“Yes, Carlos.  What is your name?” 
 
The boy says to him: 
 
“My name is Enrique.  Do you want to play?” 
 
Carl plays soccer with many boys.  The boys play in the alley for hours and hours.  It is 
difficult because they are playing on a mountain.  One boy defends the upper goal.  
Another boy defends the lower goal.  It is very difficult to defend the lower goal. 
 
Carl’s mother panics.  Carl is not at home.  Carl is not at the school.  Janet calls Marta on 
the telephone. 
 
“Where is Carl?  Is Carl with Jorge?” 
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Marta says to her: 
 
“No.  Carlos is not here.” 
 
Janet looks through the window.  Janet sees Carlos.  Carlos is running in the alley with 
the boys.  Carlos is playing soccer with his new friends.  Carlos is happy. 
 
Janet looks at Carl and doesn’t yell at Carl.  She is happy.  She is happy because Carlos is 
happy in Mexico. 
 
Carlos plays with Enrique, Beto, María and many more children.  Carlos plays every day. 
 
At school, the other children speak Spanish.  Carlos speaks a little bit of Spanish and a 
little bit of English.  Carlos also has a Spanish teacher.  The Spanish teacher speaks to 
Carlos in Spanish and in English.  Carlos reads in Spanish with the teacher.  Carlos 
understands more and more. 
 
One day, Carlos is in math class at his school and he looks at the teacher.  It is incredible!  
Carlos understands everything.  Carlos understands everything that the teacher says.  
Carlos looks at the teacher and understands the teacher’s words.  It is incredible! 
 
It is a very good day.  Carlos understands Spanish. 
 
Also, his father going to visit for two weeks.  Carlos is very happy. 
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Chapter eight:  Carlos’ Dad’s Visit 
 
Carlos and Janet look through the windows of the house.  Carlos and the dog look 
through the windows of the house.  Carlos sees the taxi.  Carlos goes up the stairs and 
runs to the taxi.  Carlos is very happy because his father is in Guanajuato. 
 
Carlos’s father has a surprise for him.  He has a jar of pickles!  Brandon came by airplane 
from Colorado to Mexico with a jar of Vlasic® pickles! 
 
Carlos’s father meets Marta’s family and he meets the dog.  Carlos and his father go to 
the market and eat tortillas with meat and beans.  Brandon eats chicken and beans with 
cheese.  They walk through the market and they buy fruit.  Brandon wants an orange, but 
Carlos recommends pineapple with chile.  They also buy more video games and Yu-gi-oh 
cards.  Carlos and his father go up and down the stairs the whole day and they visit many 
museums.  Also they visit Fleas at the bakery.  Carlos says to his father that he wants to 
find more abandoned puppies.  Carlos’s father decides to give money to Friends of the 
Animals for other puppies.  Carlos is very happy.  Carlos and Brandon want to look for 
more puppies immediately.  But there is a problem. 
 
Carlos’s father has problems.  Brandon’s stomach hurts.  Brandon goes to the bathroom.  
Brandon’s stomach does not like tortillas with meat and beans.  Brandon has problems 
for two days.  Brandon takes a lot of medicine for his stomach.  It is common for tourists. 
 
When Brandon’s stomach doesn’t hurt anymore, Carlos and Brandon go to more 
museums.  Also, they go to the park and they go up the mountains and look for puppies.  
There are many mountains around Guanajuato.  They are similar to the mountains around 
Manitou Springs.  Brandon likes Guanajuato.  Brandon likes to go up the mountains with 
Carlos.  Brandon is very tired.  Carlos is not tired.  Carlos is happy because his father is 
in Mexico. 
 
Carlos and Brandon go to a very good restaurant in El Jardín.  Carlos likes Mexican food.  
It is not his favorite food.  It is not like the food that Brandon prepares, but it is good 
food.  Carlos talks with the waiter in the restaurant.  Brandon doesn’t speak with the 
waiter because Brandon does not speak Spanish.  The waiter does not speak English.  
Carlos speaks Spanish and English. 
 
Many things happen in El Jardín at night.  Brandon and Carlos talk and watch what is 
happening in El Jardín.  They watch a group of musicians.  The musicians play guitar and 
sing.  They sing to Carlos and Brandon.  Carlos gives them a few pesos. 
 
Some boys walk up to their table.  The boys have gum.  Carlos buys gum and gives a few 
pesos to the boys.  Carlos speaks with the boys in Spanish.  Carlos’s father doesn’t 
understand.  He doesn’t speak Spanish.  Carlos gives a piece of gum to his father. 
 
Carlos and Brandon talk for hours and hours, but they talk in English.  Carlos explains to 
him why he likes to rescue puppies for Friends of the Animals, 



 

Fluency Fast Language Classes, Inc.  ©2010   Karen Rowan 
 

 
“Forty six puppies now have new homes!  Friends of the Animals rescues many dogs!” 
 
Carlos really likes to rescue the poor dogs.  The puppies are not going to have more 
puppies.  The puppies are going to live with families.  The puppies are not going to live 
in the streets.  It is very important that the dogs have homes.  It is very important that 
they have food. 
 
“Carlos, you are different,” his father says to him.  “You are more responsible now.  You 
are not like a two year-old boy.  It is very impressive.” 
 
But he says that to him in English. 
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Chapter nine:  I Am From Guanajuato 
 
Carlos likes stairs.  Carlos likes dogs.  Carlos likes to rescue puppies.  Carlos likes 
hamburgers.  Carlos likes his father’s pickles.  Carlos likes the school in Guanajuato.  
Carlos likes museums.  Carlos likes the Guanajuato market.  Carlos really likes his new 
friends.  Carlos likes everything about Guanajuato.  Carlos likes everything Mexican.  
Carlos is not happy because he has to go to Manitou Springs in two months. 
 
Carlos speaks with Janet, 
 
“Mom, I don’t want to go back to Manitou Springs.  All of my friends are in Guanajuato.  
I want to live in Guanajuato.” 
 
Carlos speaks with his mother in Spanish.  Carlos wants to spend more time in 
Guanajuato with his dog and his friends. 
 
Janet says to him, 
 
“I don’t want to go back to Manitou Springs either.  I like my job at the school.  I like our 
little house in Guanajuato.  Also, I like helping at Friends of the Animals.” 
 
Janet speaks to him in Spanish because she speaks Spanish very well. 
 
Carlos’s father visits Guanajuato again in April for Carlos’ birthday.  Carlos is ten years 
old.  When Brandon arrives, they go to Carlos’ favorite restaurant.  The food is not as 
good as Brandon’s food, but it is good.  They go to a restaurant in the Union Garden in 
Guanajuato.  A tourist speaks with the family.  The tourist says, 
 
“I am from Montreal, Canada.  Where are you from?” 
 
Carlos says to him, 
 
“I am from Guanajuato.” 
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Janet and Brandon look at Carlos and they laugh.  Carlos also laughs.  They eat at the 
restaurant in El Jardín in Guanajuato and they laugh the whole night because Carlos said 
to the tourist that he was from Guanajuato.  He didn’t say to him, “I am from Manitou 
Springs.” 
 
“Dad, I don’t want to go back to Manitou Springs.  I want to live in Guanajuato for more 
time.” 
 
So, the family talks for two hours.  Carlos doesn’t want to go to Manitou Springs.  Carlos 
wants to be in Guanajuato with his friends.  He doesn’t want to go to Manitou Springs 
because he wants to be in Guanajuato with his dog.  The parents decide that it is a good 
idea that Janet and Carlos live in Guanajuato for one more year.  They are not going to 
live in Mexico for one year.  They are going to live in Mexico for two years.  But they 
decide to spend the whole summer in Manitou Springs in order to visit their family and 
their friends. 
 
“It is incredible,” says Brandon to Carlos.  “How is it possible?” 
 
Brandon laughs.  Brandon doesn’t believe it. 
 
“How is it possible, Carl?  I don’t believe it.” 
 
Carlos says to Brandon, 
 
“I like video games.  I like hamburgers.  I like pickles.  But now, I like our dog, Princess 
Rufus more.  Now, I like rescuing puppies more.  Now, I like going up the stairs in 
Guanajuato with my friends more.  Now, I like to play soccer in the alleys more.  I love 
Mexico.  I love Mexico so much!  I am not Carl anymore.  I am Carlos.” 
 
 
 


