
2021  

FULL SCHEDULE 
  

Kick-off Social Sunday, June 26, 1pm Pacific 

Monday, June 28 
8am-8:30am  

Karen Rowan Overview of conference, Welcome 
and Orientation 

 

9am-10am     
          
Dr. Stephen Krashen, Optimal Input Theory (read-
ing materials already loaded to teachable) 

 

10:30am-11:30am     



A.C. Quintero What a Novel Idea! 

Teaching a novel doesn't have to be BORING!  Level 
up your game, and score a winning goal with these 3 
strategies!  

A.C. Quintero is currently a Spanish Teacher at Wal-
ter Payton College Preparatory in Chicago, IL. She 
has 16 years of cumulative experience as an In-

ternational Baccalaureate middle school teacher, high 
school teacher, and adjunct instructor. She holds a Master’s in Latin American 
Literature and Cultures coupled with a Master’s in Educational Leadership. 
These dual degrees have afforded her a vantage point from both ends of the 
educational spectrum: instruction and evaluation.  A.C. has been sharing her 
unique perspective on pedagogy and language acquisition for over ten years 
at national, regional, and state conferences. She is also an accomplished au-
thor. She has authored several compelling comprehensible novels that allow 
students to solidify their language skills while experiencing a wide range of dif-
ferent cultures.  

10:30-11:30am 

Adriana Ramirez How can we uncolonized our lan-
guage classrooms? 

Educa&on is a poli&cal act. We are either in favour of the 
status quo or against it. What are we doing as world lan-
guage educators to disrupt those prac&ces that perpetuate 
inequali&es? How can we make our language classes more 
inclusive while respec&ng interculturality? 
In this workshop we will talk about what uncolonizing 
means and how this could look like in our language classes. 
We will talk about history, coloniza&on, today’s ways of col-

oniza&on, and ways to start a decolonizing process in our language classes. 

Adriana Ramírez is a Spanish teacher, author and teacher trainer. She 
teaches all levels of Spanish, from beginners to IB students, using compre-
hensible input methodologies. She is constantly coaching other teachers and 
presenting workshops in Canada, the US and Europe. She also holds a dou-
ble major in Psychology, a degree in Clinical Psychology and a Master’s de-



gree in Education. She has a big passion for sharing with the world the beauty 
of her country and her people, and you can see this love through all her pub-
lished novels. A big advocate of the #OwnVoices movement, Adriana strongly 
believes that those who come from traditionally oppressed and colonized 
countries and territories, must reclaim their right to tell their own stories and 
build their own narratives. Originally from Colombia, she actively works on re-
cuperating the stories and the narrative that were erased by the colonizers, 
and that are part of her roots and her heritage. You can find her at @veg-
anadri (Twitter and Instagram), adrianaramirez.ca, and her YouTube channel: 
‘Teaching Spanish with Comprehensible Input.’  

12:00-1:00 
Small group Teacher Chat Topics in the Wonder Room 
Large group Teacher Chat Topic on Zoom 

12:00-1:00   

Abdel Khila and Dahiana 
Castro Francophone Prod-
ucts & Practices through 
CI : Le caftan marocain  

We will look beyond predominant 
francophone culture(s), dis-
cussing cultural products and au-
thentic resources from Morocco.  

A breadth of resources and photos 
can be embedded in the practice of 

teaching, allowing teachers to easily discuss deep culture in the target language 
through the lens of Comprehensible Input by using simple visuals,  authentic sources, 
Personalized Questions and Answers, Picture Talk and short comprehensible texts to 
introduce a cultural product specific to Morocco. 

http://www.adrianaramirez.ca/


Tuesday, June 29 
8am-8:30am 

Karen Rowan Overview of Reading (Sanitizing, pleasure 
reading vs. whole class novel, what articles are relevant to to-
day's sessions)

8am-8:30am  
Dahiana and Adriana interviews 

The Path to Uncolonizing our Classroom 
-Learning from Different Perspectives- 

This will be the first in an ongoing occasional se-
ries of interviews.

9am-10am  
Dr. Beniko Mason, Optimal Input Application 
 How to start and run a GSSR program
(Reading materials already loaded to teachable)  

How many pages should students read? How many 
books can be read in a year?   Is input alone suffi-
cient?  How many total titles do you need per stu-
dent? What are the total gains on high-stakes exams 
after 6500 pages of comprehensible input? 

Are those who don’t like to read not ready to read 



yet?  Sustained Silent Reading is a goal of a language program. When they are 
ready and when they are led to books, they read.
10:30am-11:30am 

Bryce Hedstrom, Creating and Main-
taining Your Self Selected Reading 
Program

10:30am-11:30am 

John Bracey, Sustainable Equitable Input 

This session is for the working teacher who is passionate 
about teaching with comprehensible input and ensuring suc-
cess for all types of students. Participants will learn how to 
make their practices work for all types of students without 
burning out mid-year.  

John Bracey has been a Latin teacher in Massachusetts 
since 2010. He currently teaches at Belmont High School in 
Belmont MA. He has a BA in Classics from University of Mass-
achusetts Amherst and an MA from Boston College. He has 

taught Latin exclusively using Comprehensible Input method-
ology for the past several years. He leads workshops around the country for language 
teachers of all kinds. He was also the 2016 Massachusetts Latin teacher of the year. He 
has become widely known in the Classics profession through several publications in Ei-
dolon dealing with race and teaching Latin. He was a contributor to the recent Diversity 
and Inclusion in the Latin Classroom online series from Cambridge University Press. He 
is also working with the Comprehensible Classroom on creating the Latin curriculum 
SUMUS. 



12:00-1:00
Small group Teacher Chat Topics in the Wonder Room
Large group Teacher Chat Topic on Zoom

12:00-12:45

Adriana Ramirez
Movie Talk + Embedded Reading: Taking Movie Talks to 
the next Level

Movie Talk is on itself a very powerful CI technique, but 
when you pair it up with an Embedded Reading, you are 
taking it to a different level.

In this workshop you will learn how to use an Embedded 
Reading to make your video come to life, and to make the 
most out of it. By putting both techniques together you 

can introduce more vocab and grammar structures; this will help you go from a 30 
minute Movie Talk lesson to a week-long one. It is your door to lots of CI.



Wednesday, June 30
8am-8:30am

https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/

8am-8:30am 

Elevate Education Consulting - Rachelle 
and Anna 
Small Change Big Impact: The Power of 
Adjectives
Just the decision to change how you use one 
part of speech in your classroom will shift 
your teaching and student learning. In this 
workshop we will focus on the power of ad-
jectives. When we use different words to de-
scribe ourselves and others we shift the feel-
ing of the space and relationships. And when 
we use different words to describe characters 

in our classrooms, new opportunities arise for more interesting stories. Participants will 
leave with a concrete resource and skills that can be used all year long.

9am-10am 

Dr. Liam Printer’s The Motivated Classroom podcast with 

https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/


special guests Bill VanPatten and Dr. Karen 
Lichtman. Live.

•Bio: Dr. Liam Printer is a 
published author, presenter, 
researcher, teacher and lan-
guage learner. He speaks six 
languages but says 'none of them perfectly'. His Doc-
torate in Education at The University of Bath fo-

cussed on motivation and teaching languages through 
storytelling and his research has now been published in two peer reviewed journals. In 
addition, he shares his research and classroom experiences on The Motivated Classroom 
podcast which has had over 50,000 downloads to date from over 150 different countries. 
Liam currently works full time at the International School of Lausanne in Switzerland as 
both a Spanish teacher and The Leader of Pedagogical Innovation and Approaches to 
Learning Coordinator. Dr. Printer has been invited as the Keynote speaker at the national 
language teaching conferences in Ireland and The Netherlands, as well as for The Goethe 
Institut in London. He has also been invited as a speaker to a variety of international con-
ferences in Europe, Asia and America. Liam has also worked as an educational consultant 
around language teaching and motivation with schools in Finland, China, Luxembourg, 
Denmark, Belgium and Switzerland. For a more detailed bio you can visit his 
website www.liamprinter.com.

• Twitter handle: @liamprinter @motclasspodcast
• Instagram: @themotivatedclassroom
• Youtube channel: The Motivated Classroom
• Website and blog: www.liamprinter.com

10:30am-11:30am  

Haiyun Lu Connecting curriculum, CI Teach-
ing with Anti-racist work

Race is a social construct, not biology.  However, 
it is the prominent physical features which have 
been contributed to one’s privilege, or oppression.
In this session, the presenter will share with you 

https://www.liamprinter.com/about.html
http://www.liamprinter.com/


her personal racial identity journey.  Upon her racial identity awakening, how she 
breaks through the Asian Model Minority myth, and embrace a new identity of 
“empowered people of color”.  How she advocates and implements a part of omit-
ted history and knowledge back into her Mandarin program in integration with 
TCI.  How she works on extending the outreach to a broader community.  

Haiyun has been a Mandarin teacher since 1993. She is also a certified Mindful-
ness Based Stress Reduction (MBSR) teacher from Brown University. She is pas-
sionate about employing Comprehensible Input-based instruction in her classes and 
implementing mindfulness in education. She is a mindfulness coach for her 
school’s track and field team and the volleyball team. She has been training and 
coaching language teachers with “teaching with comprehensible input-based in-
struction” throughout North America and Asia. She is a co-founder of the Compre-
hensible Midwest Conference, Learn Together Academy and also co- founded Ig-
nite Chinese. She is a blogger and writer; she has written 16 storybooks in Chinese. 
When she is not teaching, she likes to hike, meditate, drink tea with friends, enjoy 
a good meal with family and play games with her son. 

10:30am-11:30am 
Justin Slocum Bailey Getting the Stakes Right with 
Simple, Sensitive PQA
 
Personalized Questions & Answers (PQA) are a 
straightforward and effective way to generate high-in-
terest input and interaction in a language class. But 
they can also fall flat, or worse. Often this is because 
the stakes are either too low—in which case, students 
don’t care enough to participate—or too high—in 
which case, students can freeze or even suffer trauma. 
This session helps teachers select and follow up on 
questions that get the stakes right, with not only inter-

estingness, but also inclusiveness and sensitivity to triggers in mind, so that students 
can be invested in discussion without feeling threatened. The session will feature sim-
ulations of starting and sustaining interactions with PQA, as well as discussion of pit-
falls to avoid and troubleshooting of common problems with PQA.
 



Justin Slocum Bailey is crazy about helping teachers and learners succeed with less 
stress and more joy. A veteran language, music, and martial arts teacher raised in Vi-
enna, Austria, he operates Indwelling Language, a treasure trove of resources and 
low-prep practices for joyful language education, as well as TeachHuman, a collec-
tion of courses and resources to help teachers of all subjects not just teach well but 
also BE well. Justin has published several articles on language teaching, creates mate-
rials for learners of both modern and classical languages, and consults for schools, 
districts, publishers, travel companies, and non-profits worldwide. He also speaks 
about mental health in educational and other settings. The many glowing testimonials 
of his work include “If everyone taught language like Justin Slocum Bailey, we would 
have a world of self-directed polyglots,” “Holy gifted batman!”, and “The kind of 
teacher I’d like to have a beer with.”

12:00-1:00
Small group Teacher Chat Topics in the Wonder Room
Large group Teacher Chat Topic on Zoom

12:00-1:00 

Dahiana Castro CI with Whiteboard.fi 
Whiteboard.fi is a free online whiteboard service spe-
cially designed for teachers and classrooms. An excel-
lent tool for formative assessments! Participants will 
learn three different Comprehensible Input activities. 

http://indwellinglanguage.com/about/justin-slocum-bailey/
http://indwellinglanguage.com/
https://teachhuman.com/


Thursday, July 1
8am-8:30am 

Dr. Karen Lichtman -- Research soundbites to mo-
tivate your students

Ten years of research on TPRS, distilled into slides 
you can actually share with your students to motivate 
them to trust comprehension-based learning... or use 
to advocate for your curriculum with administrators 
and colleagues!
Dr. Karen Lichtman is Associate Professor of Spanish 
Linguistics and Director of Educator Licensure in the 

Department of World Languages & Cultures at Northern Illinois University.  She does 
research on instructed second language acquisition and TPRS, including her 
book Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling (TPRS): An Input-Based 
Approach to Second Language Instruction.   She also contributed the research compi-
lation to Fluency Through TPR Storytelling, by Blaine Ray and Contee Seely.

8am-8:30am  

The Theory of Ordered Development, Elicia Cardenas, 
The Comprehensible Classroom

What we teach is not what students learn; a reminder to fo-
cus on what we can control: input that students understand.

Continued with application of techniques on Peardeck at 
12:00 with teacher conversation and practice.

9am-10am ROUNDTABLE



10:30am-11:30am 

Kia London, "Click Flash!"

The presenter will demonstrate and discuss the value of using 
pictures for starting a new unit, conversation starters, and cultur-
al authentic resources in the classroom! She will give effective 
examples of comprehensible input strategies that will engage 
and encourage students to laugh, learn, and communicate in the 
target language.

Kia London is a passionate and committed educator, writer, and 
advocate for equity through diverse representation in the world 
language curriculum.  She earned her Master's Degree in Lin-

guistics, with a focus on language 
and identity, and is now currently 
pursuing her Master's in 
Spanish.  Kia has presented  at 
local, state, regional, and national 
language conferences. With fif-
teen years of experience, she has 
taught Spanish for all grade lev-
els K-12 . Specializing in the 
second language acquisition 
process, through CI strategies, 
the integration of culture and the 
arts, with an equitable approach, 
she enjoys learning with her stu-
dents! 

 

10:30am-11:30am 



Elevate Education Consulting - 
Rachelle Adams and 
Anna Gilcher

Unpacking Bias and Stereotype 
Threat in the CI Classroom 
New, rebooted for CI reboot:

• Participants will understand the potential pitfalls of bias and stereotyping 
in comprehension based communicative language teaching

• Participants will have time to work in small and large groups to practice 
noticing bias/stereotypes and how to disrupt those ways of thinking and 
being in the classroom

• Participants will be given tools that help us understand our own implicit 
biases 

12:00-1:00
Small group Teacher Chat Topics in the Wonder Room
Large group Teacher Chat Topic on Zoom

12pm-1pm



Jenniffer Saldaña Whyte Incorporating Afro-Lati-

nos in a Unit: Mi Barrio/La Comunidad

Just like any unit plan about the community and all of 

its components, this session will teach you how to ef-

fectively insert afro-descendants in the unit without it 

being the focus of the unit plan. You will learn how to 

make a unit that incorporates Afro-Latinos and will be 

able to leave with a unit to use next school year. 

This session is followed by a Q & A period and open 

discussion of Incorporating Afro-Latino culture.

Jenniffer Karilyn Saldaña Whyte was born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic and mi-

grated to New York City where she became a U.S. citizen at 2 months old.  Jenniffer graduated 

from the Center for the Teaching Profession at Miami Senior High School.  She has a B.A. in 

Spanish education and a Masters degree in Teaching and Learning  English. She and her husband 

have five children, three biological and two adopted, pastor a church together in Anniston, Al-

abama, and are both Afro-Latinos representing their nations. She is the president and founder of 

a non-profit 501 (c )(3) organization called Bilingual Kids, Inc., which promotes language learn-

ing, culture, and education for children and their families. She organizes international trips for 

students to be fully immersed in the Spanish language through medical missions and teaches 

workshops for children about Afro-Latinos through Outschool.  A high school Spanish teacher 

and the chair of the African American Student Special Interest Group at ACTFL, she is also the 

very first Zumba instructor to teach a master class at ACTFL.  She advocates for unity and the 

inclusion of Afro-Latinos and other world language learners of African descent in world lan-

guage classes. Follow her on Facebook: Afro-Latina Teacher or join her groups: Incorporating 

Afro-Latino Culture in Spanish Classrooms, Incorporating the African Culture in World Lan-

guage Classrooms. Also, follow her non-profit, Bilingual Kids, Inc. on Facebook.

https://outschool.com/classes/exploring-afro-latino-culture-uJLzPlRu
https://www.facebook.com/afrolatinateacher
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2024151774569280
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2024151774569280
https://www.facebook.com/groups/381750586130899
https://www.facebook.com/groups/381750586130899
https://www.facebook.com/Bilingual-Kids-Inc-142643995885690


Friday, July 2
8am-8:30am

Marta Ruiz Yedinak and Andrea Schweitzer
"¡Cuéntame! Input Made Easy"  
Incorporating listening activities via a new engag-
ing, content-based podcast, accessible to novice 
learners. 

Marta Ruiz Yedinak is a Spanish National Board 
Certified Teacher, Kohl Fellow, and a WAFLT New 
Teacher Award recipient, but above all, she is a pas-
sionate provider of comprehensible input and a firm 
believer of teaching students, not curriculum. She 
loves sharing what she steals from brilliant minds to 
apply in her classroom, by presenting in various lan-
guage conferences such as ACTFL, iFLT, WAFLT, 
CSCTFL, FLAND, MittenCI, and CIMW. Marta cur-

rently works for the Ripon Area School District. She has a bachelor's degree in Commu-
nication Sciences from the Universidad Latina de América in Morelia, México, and a 
Master's degree in Education through Viterbo University. She just started producing a 
podcast called ¡Cuéntame! to help her students polish their listening skills.

Andrea Schweitzer is completing her 17th year as a 
middle school Spanish teacher at St. Rita Catholic 
School in Dallas, TX.  She's passionate about learning, 
creating and implementing new ways of facilitating 
language acquisition with her students.  When she's not 
geeking out about SLA and language teaching, she's 
drinking wine, singing karaoke to her pet tree Tarzan 
and dreaming of all the places she will travel too once 
this pandemic is over.  



9am-10am 

Blaine Ray, TPRS in 2021

10:30am-11:30am Closing session


