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VOCABULAIRE
The words in the vocabulary list are given in the

same form (or one of the same forms) that they appear in
in the text of Le Voyage de sa vie.

Unless a subject of a verb in the vocabulary list is
expressly mentioned, the subject is third-person singu-
lar. For example, aperçoit is given as only sees. In
complete form this would be she, he or it sees.

10FF $1.40
1er 1st
1ère 1st
8h30 8:30 a.m.
a has
à at, to, in

à coté next
sac à dos backpack

accompagner to go with,
accompany

accuse accuses
addition bill, check
admettre to acknowledge
admire admires
admirent (they) admire
adore: j’adore I like, I love
adultes adults
aériennes aerial
aéroport airport
affaires belongings
affixée attached (adjective)
affreux terrible
âgé old
agréable pleasant
ah oh! (exclamation)
ai (I) have
aide help (noun)

À l’aide ! Help!
aident (they) help
aider to help
aidés: a aidés helped
aidez-moi help me
aime likes

j’aime I like
aimeriez would you like
ainsi que as well as
air: air

mal de l’air airsickness
a l’air looks like

ajoute adds
ajoute-t-il he adds
allant: en allant while going
allemand German
aller to go
allions (we) went
alors so, then, at that time
Alpes Alps
amandes almonds
américain American
amuser: s’amuser to have
fun

amuse-toi have fun
(command)

ancien(ne) old, ancient
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anglais English
année year
annonce announces, tells
ans years
août August
aperçoit sees
apparence appearance
appelle:

j’appelle I call
ont appelés (they) called
s’appelle is called, is
named

apportant bringing, carrying
apportera will bring
apprécie appreciates
apprenez (you) learn 
approcher to go near
appuie presses
après after
arc bow (for shooting)
arrêter to stop
arrivée arrival
arriver to arrive
arrivera he will arrive
armée army
as (you) have

as besoin (you) need
as l’air de (you) seem
as raison (you)’re right

asseoir: s’asseoir to sit down
assez enough
assis: est assis is sitting
as-tu do you have
Atlantique Atlantic
attaquer to attack
a atteint hit (target) (past)
attend waits for
attendre to wait for

attention: faire attention
to notice

attire attracts
attraper to catch 
au at the, to the, in the

pizza au fromage cheese
pizza

tartelettes au citron
little lemon tart

café au lait coffee with
milk

sandwich au jambon et
au fromage ham and
cheese sandwich

aucune: ne ... aucune
not any

au-dessus de over
aujourd’hui today
aurais: aurais pu (I) could
have

aussi also
aussi ... que as ... as

automatiquement
automatically

autorité authority
autos cars

autos tamponneuses
bumper cars

autre other
autre chose something else
un(e) autre another
joue aux cartes plays
cards

Autriche: l’Autriche Austria
autrichien Austrian
aux at the, to the, in the

soupe aux légumes
vegetable soup
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avait had
avant before
avec with
aventure adventure
avez (you) have
avion airplane
avoir to have
avons we have
bagages luggage, baggage
baigner: se baigner to go
swimming

baladeurs walkman
banc bench
bande-dessinée comic book
banlieue suburbs, outskirts
banques banks
barrière fence
bateau boat
bateau-mouche river boat
bâtiments buildings
beau beautiful
beaucoup a lot, much, many
belle beautiful
belle-sœur sister-in-law
besoin: avoir besoin de
to need

bien well, good
bien d’autres quite a few
others

bien sûr of course
bientôt soon
bijoux jewels
billet ticket
bizarre strange, weird
blanc white
bleu blue
boivent (they) drink
bon good

bonbons candy, sweets
bonhomme fellow (noun)
bonjour good morning
bonne good
bord bank (of lake)
bouillante boiling
bouillir to boil
bouteille bottle
bras arm
brille shines
c’est it is
c’était it was
ça it, that, this

Ce n’est pas ça du tout.
It’s not that at all.

ça va ? how’s it going?
ça va it’s going well
comme ça like this, like
that

Comment ça s’est passé?
How did it go?

tout ça all that
cacher to hide
cadeau gift
café café, coffee
calme calm, cool
Camembert camembert
(cheese)

capable able
capturer to capture
car because
cartes cards
cas case

(en tout) cas in any case
catholicisme Catholicism
cause cause

à cause de because of 
ce this, that
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cela this, that
célèbre famous
célébrée celebrated
(participle)

celui the one
centre center
cents hundred
céréales cereal(s)
certain certain, true
certains some
ces these, those
cet this, that
cette this, that
chambres bedrooms
chance luck

nous avons de la chance
we’re lucky

vous avez la chance
d’avoir you’re lucky that 

you have
changent (they) change
chaque each
châtains chestnut, brown
chaud hot
chemin path
cher expensive
chercher to look for
cherchions (we) were

looking for
cheveux hair
chez at the house of
chic chic, stylish
chien dog
chocolat chocolate
chose thing

autre chose something else
chouette great, cool
ciel sky

cinéma movie theater
citron lemon
classe class
coin corner
collier necklace
commande order (noun)
commander to order
comme as, like
commencer to start
comment how
commerces businesses
compagnie company
comprend understands
compte account

se rendre compte
to realize

comptoir counter
connais knows
connaissance acquaintance

faire la connaissance
to meet (someone for the
first time)

connaissez-vous do you
know

connaissons we know
connaît knows
consigne locker
content happy
continue continues, keeps
contre against
contrôleur ticket inspector
corps body
costume suit, costume
côte rib
cou neck
coucher: se coucher to set
(sun)

coucou cuckoo
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couleur color
courber to bow
courts short
coûte costs
couteau knife
créé created
crier to scream, to yell
criminels criminals
croire to believe
croisent: se croisent pass
each other

croque-monsieur ham and
cheese sandwich with an egg
on top

cruels mean, cruel
cuisine kitchen
curieux curious
d’abord first
d’accord in agreement,
I agree, OK

dame woman
dangereuse dangerous
dans in
de of, from
debout standing
début beginning
décembre December
déchiré torn
déçu disappointed
défilé parade
déguisent dress up
dehors outside
déja already
déjeuner to have lunch,
lunch (noun)

délicieux delicious
demain tomorrow
demander to ask for

demande-t-elle she asks
demi-tour half-turn, U-turn

font demi-tour
(they) make a U-turn,
turn half way around

dents teeth
dépenser to spend
déposé file (complaint)
depuis since
dérange bother
dérober to steal
derrière behind
descendant: en descendant
while getting off

descendent (they) got off
descendre to get off
désolé sorry
deuxième second
devant in front of
devenir to become
devenu: c’est devenu it has
become

devez (you) have to, must,
should

devine guess (command)
devons (we) have to, must,
should

devrait should
diamant diamond
difficile difficult
dîner to have dinner
dirai will say
dirait would say

on dirait it looks like
dire to say
direct non-stop
direction: en direction de
towards, going to
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diriez-vous would you say
dis tell (command)
discrètement discreetly
disent (they) tell
dis-lui tell him/her
dis-moi tell me
disparaîtra will disappear
dit says
dites (you) say
doigt finger
dois have to, must, should
dommage: c’est dommage
it’s unfortunate

donc so, consequently
donner to give
donnerons (we) will give
dormir to sleep
dormirons (we) will sleep
dos back (noun)

sac à dos backpack
douane customs

douaniers customs officers
doublé dubbed (adjective)
doucement softly
douzaine dozen
drôle funny
duc duke
dure lasts
durs hard

œufs durs hard-boiled eggs
eau water
échapper: s’échapper
to escape

écouter to listen
écrit writes
écriteaux signs
eh hey
électriques electric

embuscade ambush
e m m e n é : a emmené took away
emmène takes (somewhere)
employé employee
émue moved, emotional
enchantée pleased, delighted

enchantés de faire la
connaissance pleased to
meet you

encore again, still, more
encore une fois once
again, one more time

encore dix minutes
ten more minutes

endorment: s’endorment
(they) fall asleep

énervé irritated
enfant child
enfin finally
ennemi enemy
ennuis trouble

avoir des ennuis
to be in trouble

énorme huge, enormous
énormément tremendously
ensemble together
ensuite then, next
entend hears
enterrés buried
entourée surrounded
entre between, come in
envie desire, wish (noun)

a envie de feels like
(doing something)

envoyer to send
époux spouse
épuisés exhausted
escaliers stairs
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espoir hope
essaye tries
estime estimates
étage floor
était was
Etats-Unis United States
été summer
êtes (you) are
étiez (you) were
étions (we) were
étoile star
étonnée surprised, amazed
étrange peculiar, weird
étrangers foreigners
être to be
eu had (participle)

n’a jamais eu si peur had
never been so scared

euh uh, er
eux them
événements events
exemple example
explique explains
explorer to explore
express espresso
extra great
extraordinaire extraordi-
nary

fabriqué manufactured
face face

en face de opposite
fâche: se fâche gets upset,
gets mad

fâché upset, mad
facilement easily
faim hunger

a faim is hungry
faire to do, make

faire la connaissance
to meet (someone for the
first time)

faire attention to notice
faire la tête to sulk

faisait: faisait bouillir was
boiling

faites-vous are you doing
familière familiar
famille family
fantastique incredible,
fantastic

fascinante fascinating
fatigué tired
faut: il faut one should, (we)
have to
il ne faut pas one should
not, (we) must not

félicitations congratulations
femme woman, wife
fenêtre window
ferme firm (adjective), closes
fermés closed (adjective)
fête holiday
fêter to celebrate
FF francs
fille daughter, girl
fils son
fin end (noun)
finie ended, over (adjective)
flèche arrow
fleurs flowers
foire fair (noun)
fois time, occasion
fonctionne runs, functions
font they make, they do

font demi-tour they turn
half way around
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font la queue they wait in
line, get in line

fontaine fountain
force strength
force: se force makes an

effort
forme shape, form
formé created (participle)
formidable fantastic, super
fort loud, hard
français French (language)
Français French people,

Frenchman
frappe hits (verb)
frère brother
froid cold (noun and adjec-

tive)
a froid is cold

fromage cheese
fumeurs smokers
futur future
garçon boy
gare train station
genevoises Genevan
genoux knees
gens people
gentil kind
gentiment kindly
glace ice cream
gouverneur governor
grand big, tall
grand-mère grandmother
grands-parents grandpar-

ents
grave serious

ce n’est pas grave
it doesn’t matter

groupe group

guichet ticket counter
habillé dressed (adjective)
habite lives (verb)
haricots green beans
haut high
hauteur height
héros hero
heure hour
heureuse, heureux happy
histoire story
homme man
horloge clock, watch
horrible hideous
horrifiée horrified (adjective)
huîtres oysters
humeur mood 
ici here
idée idea
idiot stupid
immeubles buildings
impolis impolite
importance: n’a aucune im-

portance doesn’t matter
impression feeling
incroyable amazing
informations information
inquiète: s’inquiète worries
insecte insect
insiste (I) insist
insisté: a insisté insisted
installent (they) put up
installer to install
instant moment
intelligente intelligent
intéressant interesting
intéresse: s’intéresse is in-
terested

intéressé interested (adjec-
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tive)
irons (we) will go
Italiens Italians
jamais never
jambes legs
jambon ham
jardin garden 
jet d’eau fountain
jeté: a jeté threw
jetée pier
jeune young
joaillier jeweler
joli pretty, nice
joue plays
jouets toys
jour day
journée day, daytime
jusqu’à up to
juste just, exactly, only
là there

là-bas over there
à ce moment-là just then,
at that moment

là où where
lac lake
lâchez drop, release
laisse leaves, let
laisse-moi leave me
laisser to leave, let
lait milk
langues languages
laquelle which
larmes tears
légende legend
légères light
légumes vegetables
lendemain the day after 
lentement slowly

lesquels which
leur to them, their

elle leur a volé
she stole from them

leurs their
lève: se lève gets up
levez-vous get up (command)
lèvres lips
libérer to free
libre free
lire to read
livre book
loin far
longs long

le long de along
longtemps long time
lorraine from Lorraine
lourde heavy
lui to him, to her
luxe luxury
luxueuse luxurious
ma my
Madame Mrs.
madame m’am, madam
mademoiselle young lady,
miss

magasin store
tout un magasin
an entire store

magnifique magnificent
maigre skinny
main hand
maintenant now
mais but
maisons houses
mal bad

mal de l’air airsickness
cela me donne le mal de



l’air it makes me airsick
(nauseated)

malade sick
malheureusement unfortu-
nately

maman mom
manger to eat
manquer to miss
marcher to walk
marmite pot
matin morning
mauvais bad
me me, myself
méchante mean
même same

quand même even so
mémoire memory
menottée handcuffed (par-

ticiple)
merci thank you
mère mother
mes my
mesdames ladies
messieurs gentlemen
messieurs-dames ladies and
gentlemen

mètres meters
mettre to put
meurtrière murderer
mille thousand
Mme (Madame) Mrs.
moi me
moment: à ce moment-là at
that time

mon my
monde people

tout le monde everyone
Monsieur Mister, Mr.

monsieur sir
monter to go up
montre points to
montrer to show
montres watches (noun)
morceaux pieces
mort dead
mots words
mouillé wet
mourir to die
moyen medium-sized,
average-sized

mur wall
musées museums
n’est-ce pas ? isn’t that
right?

nationale national
nationalité nationality
Nations Unies United
Nations

neiges snow (noun)
nés born
neuf new
ni ... ni neither ... nor
niçoise in the style of Nice
nombreux many, numerous
non no 
non-fumeurs non-smoking
normalement usually
nos, notre our
nourriture food
nouveau, nouvelle new
nuit night
nul boring
nulle: nulle part nowhere
numéro number
objet object
occupé(e) busy, occupied
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œufs eggs
œufs durs hard-boiled eggs

offert offered (adjective)
offrir to offer
or gold
ordinaire ordinary, common
ordonné: a ordonné gave
the order

origine origin
ou or
où where

là où where
oublier to forget
oui yes
ouvrir to open
paient (they) pay
pâle pale
panier basket
pantalon pants
papa dad
papier paper
par by
paraît looks, seems
parc park (noun)
parce que because
par-dessus over
pardon excuse me
parfois sometimes
parisienne Parisian
parler to speak
part leaves (verb)
partager to share
partant: en partant while
leaving

particulièrement particu-
larly

partie: fait partie de be-
longs to

passage: passage piétons
pedestrian walkway

passagers passengers
passe passes
passé: s’est passé happened
passé past (noun)
passée: s’est bien passée
went well

passer to pass, go through
pâte paste, pâte
pattes legs
pauvre poor
paye pays
paysage scenery
peau skin
peintures paintings
penchent: se penchent
(they) leaned over

pendant during, for
pendent (they) hang
pendules clock
pense thinks

pense à thinks about or of
perdu: a perdu lost (past)
père father
personne person

ne ... personne no one, no-
body

personnes people
petit small, little, short
petit à petit little by little
petit-déjeuner breakfast
peu little bit

très peu de very few
à peu près about, approxi-
mately

peur fear
a peur is afraid
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peut (he, she, one) can
peut-être maybe
pièce coin
pied foot
pierres stones
piétons pedestrians

passage piétons pedestri-
an walkway

pire worse
place seat, space, room
plage beach
plainte complaint
plaisir pleasure
plaît: s’il vous plaît please
plat dish
plateau tray
plate-forme platform
pleurer to cry
plus (de) more

ne ... plus not any more,
no longer

moi non plus me neither
de plus en plus
more and more

en plus besides
plus jamais never again

plusieurs several
poche pocket
policier policeman
politiques politician
pomme apple

pommes de terre potatoes
pont bridge
porte is wearing, door
ports harbor
poser to lay down
poste post office,
postal service

poupées dolls
pour for, in order to, to
pourboire tip (money)
pourquoi why
pourra will be able to
pousse pushes
pouvez (you) can
pouvons (we) can
précieuses, précieux
precious

préfère prefers
premier first
prendre to take

prendre un rendez-vous
to make an appointment

prennent (they) take
préoccupé preoccupied,
concerned

préparent (they) prepare
près (de) near(by), close

à peu près about,
approximately

présenter introduce, present
presque almost
presse presses, squeezes
pressé fresh-squeezed
prison jail
privés private
prix price
problème problem
projette throws out
promenade walk
promènent: se promènent
(they) walk

promener to walk, go for a
walk

promets promise
propos: à propos de about,
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on the subject of
propose suggest
propre clean (adjective)
propriétés properties
pu: j’aurais pu I could have
puis then
puisque since
pullover sweater
quai platform, embankment,
bank

qualité quality
quand when

quand même even so
quatre four
quelle which, what a
quelqu’un someone
quelque: quelque chose

something
quelques a few
queue line

ils font la queue
they wait in line

queue de cheval ponytail
qui who
raclette a Swiss cheese dish
raconte tells, relates
raides straight
raison reason

a raison is right
ramasse picks up
ramène takes back
rapidement fast, quickly
rappelle: je me rappelle
I remember

ravies delighted
recherche pursuit, search
recommence starts again
reconnaissent (they) recog-

nize
reçu: a reçu received
redescend goes down again
réfléchir to think
reflet reflection
refusé: a refusé refused
regarder to look at
regrette regrets, is sorry
regroupe gathers
rejoindre to meet
remarque notices (verb)
remercie thanks (verb)
rempart city walls
rencontrent (they) meet
rend: se rend compte real-
izes

rendez-vous: prendre un
rendez-vous to make
an appointment

rendre to give back
renseignements information
rentrons (we) go back, return
répète repeats
répond answers (verb)
reposer: se reposer to rest
réservation reservation,
booking

réservé: a réservé booked,
reserved

résolu: a résolu solved
ressemble looks like
reste rest, remainder
rester to stay, remain

il ne nous reste qu’une
petite heure we only have
a short time left

resterons (we) will stay
retient holds back
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retour return (noun)
retourner to go back
retrouver to meet
retrouvera: on se retrou-

vera we will meet again
réussi: a réussi succeeded
rêve dream (noun)
réveille: se réveille wakes
up

revenir to come back
révérence reverence, respect
revient comes back
revoir: au revoir goodbye
rez-de-chaussée first floor
riche rich
rideaux curtains
rien nothing

ne ... rien not ... anything
rien que only, just
de rien you’re welcome

rit laughs
robe dress (noun)
romanche Romansh (lan-
guage spoken in part of
Switzerland)

ronde chubby, plump
rouge red
roulante on wheels
roule goes along, travels,
runs

route way
en route pour on the
way to

sur la route on the trip
royales royal
rubis ruby
rue street
sac bag

sac à dos backpack
saison season
sait knows
salade salad
salut hello
sans without
s’appelle is called, is named
sauf except
sautant: en sautant while
jumping

sauter to jump
sauver to save
savez-vous do you know
secours: au secours ! help!
seize sixteen
semble seems
sent smells

se sent feels
senti: s’est senti (he) felt
sentimentale sentimental
sépare separates
serez (you) will be
sérieux serious
serons (we) will be
serre holds tight
sert serves
serveur waiter
servi served (adjective)
ses his, her
seul alone, only
seulement only
si if, so, such
siècle century
signe sign
silencieux quiet
simplement only, just
sinon otherwise, or else
situé located (adjective)
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sœur sister
soir evening
sois be (command)
soleil sun
sommes (we) are
son his, her
sort comes out, takes out

sort (de) leaves
sortant: en sortant while
leaving

sortes kinds
sortie exit (noun)
soudain suddenly
souhaitent (they) wish, want
soulagée relieved (adjective)
soupe soup
souriant: en souriant smil-
ing

sourire to smile
sous-sol lower ground floor
souviens: te souviens (you)
remember

soyez be (command)
splendide magnificent
stations resorts
stupide foolish
suggère suggests
suicider: se suicider to com-
mit suicide

suis (I) am
suisse Swiss
suite: tout de suite right
away

suivre to follow
sujet: à son sujet about her
super great
super-puissant extra-power-
ful 

supplie begs
sur on
sûr certain

bien sûr of course
sûr et certain absolutely
certain

surpris surprised (adjective)
surtout especially, particu-
larly

surveiller to watch
symbole symbol
sympa nice
sympathique nice
TGV (Train à Grande
Vitesse) high-speed train

ta your
tamponne stamps
tamponneuses: autos tam-
ponneuses bumper cars

tant so much
tape touches
tard late

plus tard later
tartelettes little tarts
tartines slices of bread
tellement so much
témoin witness
temps time
terre ground

par terre on the ground
pommes de terre potatoes

tes your
tête head

faire la tête to sulk
thon tuna
tient holds
tirer to shoot
tirés drawn back
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toilettes restroom
tomates tomatoes
tomber to fall
ton your
touchant: en se touchant
while touching

touche touches
toujours always, still
touristes tourists
touristiques popular with
tourists

tourne turns
tous: en tous cas in any case
tout all

tout ce que everything
that

tout de suite right away
tout le monde everyone
tout un magasin
an entire store

train: en train de
in the act of

traîne drags
trajet journey, trip
tranquille: laisse-moi tran-
quille leave me alone

travail job
travaille works
travailleurs workers
travers: à travers through,
across

traversant: en traversant
while crossing

traverser to cross
trente thirty
très very
triste sad
trop too, too much

trouver to find
tué: a tué killed
tue kills
tuerait would kill
unies united
uniforme uniform
unisexe unisex
utilise uses
va goes
vacances holidays, vacation
vagues waves
valeur value
valise suitcase
vapeur vapor, mist
vend sells
venez (you) are coming
vent wind
vérifier to check
vers towards
vert green
vêtements clothes
veulent (they) want
veut wants
vie life
vieille old
vient comes

il vient de … he just ...
ville city
vin wine
vingt twenty
vingt-cinq twenty-five
violets, violette purple
visage face
visiter to visit
vite fast
vitesse speed
vitre window (on vehicle)
vivant alive
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vivre to live
voient (they) see
voilà there is, there are
voir to see
voiture car
voix voice
vol theft
voler to rob
voleurs thief (male), thieves
voleuse thief (female)
vont (they) go
vos your
votre your
voudrais would like
voulais wanted
voyage journey, trip
voyager to travel
voyageurs passengers
vrai true
vraiment really
vu: a vu saw
vue view
WC toilet
wagon car (on train)
wagon-restaurant dining
car

yaourt yogurt
yeux eyes
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