Arabic Curriculum

ARABIC ALPHABET

There are 28 letters in the Arabic alphabet.

Arabic is written from right to left.

Arabic is cursive; all letters must be connected to each other, except the non-
connecting letters, which are connected to the preceding letter only.

Arabic letters change shape according to their position (beginning, middle,
end) in the word.

There is no capitalization in the Arabic language.

All letters are consonant, except 3 letters that will act as long vowels under
certain conditions. Long vowels are pronounced twice as long as short vowels.
There are 6 vowels in the Arabic language; 3 short ones and 3 long ones.

The Arabic alphabet has a glottal stop called hamzah it is represented by a
sign. Some scholars consider it to be the 29 th letter of the alphabet.

A double consonant is indicated by the mark shddah™ , the shaddah must be
accompanied by a short vowel.

A letter with the suktin mark *~ means the letter is un voweled.

A letter with double short vowel mark at the end of a word means the word is
pronounced with an n sound at the end.

In Arabic texts, the short vowels are usually not written, as the reader
becomes familiar with the Arabic language this represents no difficulty. The
exception to unvoweled text is the holy book “Quran” where every vowel is
written.

The Arabic Alphabet
L) dlagd) g Al
Name Sound Symbol End Midle Initial Stand
Alone
alif n.c ain “dad” a I L I I
ba’ b in “book” b — — — o
ta’ tin “take” t e —i = o
tha’ th in “thing” t Cam —i 5 &
jim jin “judge” j — —= = ra
it has no
equivalent
h . h & — > e
English
sound

28




Jm g
(O]

it has no
equivalent
English

sound

(s

L.

dal n.c

din “dad”

O

dal n.c

th in “that”

P r

Fo|r

ra’ n.c

rin “row”

zay n.c

zin “zebra’

sin

s in “sack”

Wi N |

3

&

shin

sh in “shot”

&% v b

ElE ey

L.

¢

sad

it has no
equivalent
English

sound

b

b

dad

it has no
equivalent
English

sound

=>

ta

it has no
equivalent
English

sound

>

za

it has no
equivalent
English

sound

a‘yn

it has no
equivalent
English

sound
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it has no
. equivalent . _ _ _
avn English J & = €
sound
fa’ fin “fat” f e < O
it has no
oaf equivalent . 5 N 5
English
sound
kaf k in “black” k el s J
lam lin “leg” I J L J
mim m in “man” m o o p
nan nin “noon” n O i U
ha’ hin “hat” h a - 2
waw n.c w in “war” w 9 9 9
ya y in “yet’ y o -~ S
hamzah ’ c * c
n.c : non-connecting letters.
* can take different form depending on vowels | 5 9
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Vowels

Short Vowels Long Vowels Tanween
letter/lesymbo < I z
:;T:\Z fatiha i aln; . tanween
« " a aS “ a ”
a as “hat an
letter/symbole < - s
name kasrah ya tanween
sound Tseed” in
i as “sit” | 'see
letter/symbole o 9 o
name dammah waw tanween
sound u “put” U “shoot” un

The alif works as a long vowel when preceded by a letter with a fatiha.

The ya’ works as a long vowel when preceded by a letter with a kasrah.

The waw works as a long vowel when preceded by a letter with a dammah.

There are three additional marks that helps with the correct pronunciation of

Arabic words:

First is madda | and it is written on top of the alif to indicate a longer sound,

instead of writing 2 alifs (I 1).

Second is sukun , to indicate that the letter has no vowels, so to emphasis the

letter we make a brief pause.

Third is the shddah = ,and it is used to give a double sound to the letter. For

example wasal and wssal JZ:_99 Jo9

31




Sounds of voweled letters

Bo,l olgol
] 9l i | ]| I I I i
un U u in T i an a ’a
v 5 v o o - L L v
nbu bd bu bin b bi ban ba ba
S s | 2 | ¢ | =] o | & | €6 |2
tun t tu tin il ti tan ta ta
C s | e e [ S e T v |z
tun ta tu tin fi ti tan ta t
d 9> e i = ¥ B & z
jun ju ju jin M ji jan ja ja
2 o> 2 2 o> 2 > E e
hun ha hu hin ht hi han ha ha
¢ P ¢ rd o> 2 B e ¢
hun ha hu hin hi hi han ha ha
5 95 5 > S > > 5 >
dun du du din di di dan da da
B 95 B 3 s> 5 B 153 3
dun du du din o]] di dan da da
] 93 3 J S) 2 |.=) 5 )
run rd ru rin rn ri ran ra ra
5 95 3 j S 3 5 5 ;
zun zu Zu zin zZl Zi zan za za
o o " | ow | Co . g™
sun st su sin SI Si san sa sa
T R R Y 2 ! S| o
shun shi shu shin shi shi shan sha sha
o 50 o P | e | e Lo Lo oo
sun su su sin SI Si san sa sa
w | so | o | e | o | e | b b | wo
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dun du du din di di dan da da
b oo b b b b b b b
tun ta tu tin fi ti tan ta ta
b ob b b b b 1P} 12 b
zun zl zu zin zZ zZi zan za za
e oc € e | s | & ? c z
‘un ‘U ‘u in T i ‘an ‘a ‘a
e | st € & | | & e e | ¢
gun gu gu gin g gi gan ga ga
o | e | G o o o t 6 &
fun fa fu fin fi fi fan fa fa
K 9 K R o R C E K
qun qu qu qin qi qi gan ga ga
I o J J oS J 5 5 J
kun KU ku kin K1 ki kan ka ka
. o J J o J y y J
lun |G lu lin ] li lan la la
P 50 P £ s -~ P Lo e
mun mu mu min mi mi man ma ma
o 5 O U o Jv G G o
nun nu nu nin ni ni nan na na
o _95 o [ ) [ ® ® o
hun ha hu hin ht hi han ha ha
9 98 9 9 s9 3 5 Iy 3
wun wu wu win wi wi wan wa wa
S o S S o s G L S
yun yu yu yin yi yi yan ya ya
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Letters with no English Equivalent

Although the following letters don’t have an English equivalent, the sound of
some of them can be similar if not exact to some sounds in the English/

French/German language

Sound symbol letter
No equivalent sound h c
As ch in German nacht b c
As s in toss S P
As d in dot d WP
As tin flat t b
As th in those z b
No equivalent sound ‘ &
As r sound in French g &
No equivalent sound q 9
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Counting

number masculine feminine 9o JS3o

1 Walad wahid | Bint wahida 6x>l9 wuy a>19 g

2 Waladan itnan | Bintan itnatan olsl ol olsl ulag

3 talatatu ’awlad | talatu banat oly &M >Vl &M

4 arba‘atu ‘arba‘u banat ol gl Y9l dsy,l

awlad
5 hamsatu hamsu banat oly yuas >Y9l duos
"awlad

6 Sitatu’awlad |  Situ banat Sliy caw >Vl diw
sab‘atu’awlad | sab‘u banat ol guw >Vl dsa
tamaniatu tamani banat oly Lilad >Y9l g Lo
‘awlad

9 tisatu ’awlad | tis‘u banat ol g >V9l s

10 ‘ashratu *ashru banat ol e >Y9l 6 ine
"awlad

11 ahad ‘ashra | ihda ‘ashrata | i e sa>l | g e 2ol
waladan bintan

12 itna ‘ashra itnata *shrata Gty & puine Liis e L]
waladan bintan

13 talatata ‘ashra | talata ’shrata Gy 6 une W | Ty ae &3
waladan bintan

14 arba‘ata aba‘a’shrata | G ébic gl | Tay e dey)l
‘ashra bintan
waladan

15 hamsata hamsa’shrata | O,ue gua> 129 e duuns
‘ashra bintan L
waladan
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16 Sitata ‘ashra | Sita ’shrata by 6,ue Coww 19 e diww
waladan bintan

17 sab‘ata ‘ashra | sab‘a ’shrata Gy 6 iie gow | a9 e doiuw
waladan bintan

18 tamanita tamani ’shrata | Ui e (il | ©lag juise dylos
‘ashra bintan
waladan

19 tis‘ata ‘ashra | tis‘a *shrata Gy 6 iae g | 9 e douw
waladan bintan

20 ‘ishrun ‘ashra | ‘ishrun bintan Gy 9 e 129 (g uine
waladan

21 wahidunwa | ihda wa Wi 9 s3>l | w9sie 9 1>l
‘ishrun ‘ishrun bintan i s
waladan

22 itnani wa itnata wa w9piae 9 LSl | gy e 9 oLl
‘ishrun ‘ishrun bintan L s
waladan

23 talatatun wa | talatun wa 09 aey W | o9 e 9 &M
‘ishrun ‘ishrun bintan i s
waladan

24 ‘arba‘tun wa ‘arba‘un wa U9 HUE 9 &l U9 HUE 9 asyl
‘ishrun ‘ishrun bintan i s
waladan

25 hamsatun wa | hamsun wa U9HUE 9 gua> | U9HUE 9 duma>
‘ishrun ‘ishrun bintan i s
waladan

26 Sitatun wa Situn wa U9 HUE 9 Caw | U9 HUC 9 Al
‘ishrun ‘ishrun bintan L s
waladan
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27 sab‘atun wa sab‘un wa U9HUS 9 Ruw | U9HUE 9 A
‘ishrun ‘ishrun bintan L s
waladan

28 tamaniatu wa | tamani wa 0IHE 9 ilad | 09 e 9 dled
‘ishrun ‘ishrun bintan i s
waladan

29 tis‘atun wa tis‘un wa U9HUC 9§ Ruli | U9HUC 9 A
‘ishrun ‘ishrun bintan i s
waladan

30 talatun talatun bintan [FRRYVE 19 0ol
waladan

40 arba‘un arba‘un Gy wos)l 139 Gespl
waladan bintan

50 hamsun hamsun Caiy (GukoS> 19 Gomas
waladan bintan

60 Situn waladan | Situn bintan Gy G [NLRULY

70 sab‘un sab‘un bintan iy (oo [NLRUTEN
waladan

80 tamanun tamanun Ly giles [NLROIVIPY
waladan bintan

90 tis'un waladan | tis‘un bintan Gy g=ums 19 Yo

100 mi’atu waladin | mi’atu bintin iy dio 29 dio
A boy IxJg /a9
2 boys wlag

3 or more boys >Vl
A girl PN

2 girls Ol

ol

3 or more girls
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Question Words

When “hal” is placed in front of a sentence it | hal? NN
will change the sentence into a yes/no

question.

What? ma? Tl
What? mada? ¢ bl
Where? ‘ayn? ¢ ol
When? mata? T i
How much? kam? NS
Why? limada? AN
Who? man? T oo
How kayfa T s
Which? "ayy? ¢ sl

Pronouns

As in the English language pronouns can refer to first person, second person or

third person, they can also be independent or attached to the word, however in

Arabic there are 3 categories when it comes to the number of persons the

pronoun is referring to; single, dual and plural.

Independent Pronouns -Singular

He huwa )
She hiyya D
You — masculine anta ol
You - feminine "anfl il
| ’ana Ll
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Pronoun Suffixes-singular possessive

His book kitabuhu @/ als
Her book kitabuha Le / leuls
Your book - masculine kitabuka oL/ odls
Your book - feminine Kitabuki oL /el
My book Kitabr - | S

The bold letters indicate the pronoun suffix.

There are 3 tenses in the Arabic language:

Tenses

e Past or perfect tense, to indicate a completed action. Using the verb

‘kana” (was or were) in its appropriate form at the beginning of the

sentence can change the action into past tense.

e Present or imperfect tense, to indicate an action that is taking place now. It

can also indicate present continuous or future depending on what words

are used with it, for example using the word “ sawfa “or adding the letter

sin” to the beginning of the present tense verb or using the word

“‘tomorrow” in the sentence changes the tense into the future. Adding the

word “ now” to the sentence will make it present continuous.

e Command tense.
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Verb Conjugation

In Arabic language the verb must agree with its subject in number, gender and

person.
Singular present
(he) goes yadhab ey
(she) goes tadhab WD i
(1) go *adhab D>l
(You masculine) go tadhab RV
(you femenine) go tadhabin 0l ,—u
Singular Past
(he) went dhaba R
(she) went dhabat a®
(1) went dahabt u®3
(You masculine) went dahabta Cud
(you feminine) went dahabti Cud3
Singular Future
(he)will go sayadhab D A
(she)will go satadhab D i
(will go sa’adhab @3 lw
(You masculine) satadhab DA w
(you femenine) satadhabin TR

The bold letters indicate the pronoun marker.
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Present Continuous

He is playing now Huwa yal‘abul an oYl =l o

Command form

(you masculine) Go idhab 23|
(you feminine) Go idhabrt 3|
Negation
The boy plays. w2l Aol y
Alwalad yalb la
The boy doesn’t play. vl Yl
Alwalad |a yal‘b
w2l ¥
Don’t play. La tal'b
The boy will not play. w2l o) Wl o
Alwalad lan yal‘b lan
The boy didn’t play. w2l o) Aol b - oJ
Alwalad lam yal‘b ma-lam
Vol o) b
Ma la‘b alwalad
The boy is not here. i Moll o
Laysa alwalad huna laysa
The girl is not here. & il ol Caan
laysat albint huna laysat
L& coul Ui S
| am not here. an3 lastu huna last
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Nothing e s
lashy’
No one a1y
La 'ahad
Never Il
abadan
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